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September 29 - October 1, 2025



welcome

For centuries we've been warned: “the love of money is the root of all evil.” Look at today’s headlines — staggering inequality,
theft, and historic injustice — and it’s easy to think greed determines the way things are. It’s as though fear and scarcity are like
economic gravity, an unchangeable natural law.

Money might be a terrible god, but it’s also an indispensable tool.

At Neighborhood Economics, we believe in an alternative story about the purpose of capital and reparative economic growth —
and we think we can prove it. The reason for this hope is probably sitting right next to you. You might meet them over cocktails
or after a session, but our bet is you are surrounded by hundreds of bright spots shining against a dark national backdrop.

We've seen this every time we host this conference. It’s why we keep coming back.

We come from across the country with a common conviction that shapes every conversation we'll have in Chicago:

Repairing
Local
Economies.

If you believe those three words belong together — across neighborhoods and sectors, across capital, entrepreneurship, real
estate, faith, and health — you’re in the right place.

And Chicago is the perfect host. The “city of broad shoulders” is showing the nation what collaboration, courage, and
neighbor-to-neighbor repair can look like. Despite all the false national narratives about this city, Chicagoans continue to say:
Come and see for yourself.

Here is our hope: that in every session — and just as importantly, between sessions — you will join this movement to address our
collective moral hunger. Meet new colleagues, discover new tools, spark new ideas to catalyze the work you are already doing.
Together we will see that our mission to repair local economies is brighter and stronger than we imagined.

We are so glad you’re here!

- Tim Soerens (on behalf of our entire team)

neighborhood economics team

Rosa Lee Harden ¢ Tim Soerens ¢ Kevin Jones

Pam Creely ¢« Jamie McGonnigal « Kyle Oliver

CONTENT SUPPORT

Jeremiah Robinson ¢ Tiffani Hart « Gennie Gonzalez

MASTER OF CEREMONIES
Leroy Barber

WELCOME TEAM
Tammy Wilson ¢ Rachel Creely

VISUAL NOTES

Cote Soerens




real estate
When the people in under-resourced
neighborhoods own real estate they are at
much less risk of displacement. These sessions
explore ways to own commercial real estate
collectively and ways innovative financing
makes housing more deeply affordable than
traditional affordable housing.

session schedule
tuesday, september 30

8:1o- Register on the first floor and join us for continental breakfast and caffeine on the second floor landing at Venue SIX10.

9:00

11:00




12:00 - Lunch - pick up your lunch on the second floor landing and enjoy Millenium Park or join a lively conversation

around the tables at Venue SIX10.

1:00

2:00

3:30 - Take a quick break to make new connections before heading to the 4:00 session — light refreshments on the 2nd

floor landing.

4:.00
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room 314
Unfair Taxes Can Be Made Fair

For Everyone

In most cities, poor neighborhoods
subsidize more affluent neighborhoods due
to unfair property tax assessments. In
Chicago, innovative work to subvert the
impacts of redlining by the county assessor
has saved under-resourced homeowners,
the bottom 70%, more than $1.9 billion.
It's one of the few places where this
prevailing economic injustice has been
almost completely reversed. It can be a
model for cities across the country;
taxation can be made fair where every
homeowner pays their fair share. (Heather

Worthington, Fritz Kaegi, Chris Berry)
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12:00 - Lunch - pick up your lunch on the second floor landing and enjoy Millenium Park or join a lively conversation
around the tables at Venue SIX10.

9:30 - In what is becoming a Neighborhood Economics tradition, join us at a true Chicago landmark: Buddy Guy’s Legends,
just a quick four-minute walk from our venue. Buddy Guy’s Legends has built a reputation as one of the nation’s
premier blues clubs. People visit from all over the world to find out what Chicago is all about. What better way to end
our time together than with a toast at Buddy Guy’s — and maybe even a chance to meet the legend himself?

1:.00

feinberg theater
The Corridor Approach to Savin
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partners

Funding Provided by the Searle Funds at
The Chicago Community Trust

TRINITY
CHURCH
WALL
STREET

Purchasing BuiDers [ mocsmverumenay
with Pu rpose VISION OF REAL ESTATE

PARISH () COLLECTIVE ¥/3 Eagle Market Streets

MacArthur

Foundation

media partners
IMPACTOXLPHA

THE MAIN STREET JOURNAL

We are fortunate to have the support of so many remarkable partners, all of whom contribute to Neighborhood
Economics in important ways. Among them, our two media partners stand out for the way they help share our
stories and extend our reach to new audiences.

* Impact Alpha, the Wall Street Journal of Impact Investing, led by David Bank — Impact Alpha’s |A Daily
has become the email that is opened every day by the knowledgeable players and those who want to know
in the growing movement of investing for good world wide. You can subscribe at: |mpactA|pha.com

* Michael Shuman, the acknowledged expert on what’s happening in local investing in the United States,
is the author of several important books in the field, notably Put Your Money Where Your Life Is.
Shuman’s Main Street Journal is a comprehensive weekly guide to what’s new and notable in investing to
create assets owned by ordinary people in local people around the country. You can watch Michael and
Neighborhood Economics on our Community Capital bi-weekly videos. Find them at:
themainstreetjournal.org

Both of these outstanding journalists have important stories to tell on the main stage here in Chicago and we
can’t wait to hear from each of them.



Find us at:

neighborhoodeconomics.org

m linkedin.com/company/neighborhoodeconomics
‘3 facebook.com/neighborhoodeconomics

instagram.com/neighborhoodeconomics
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